he is not important to his work, nor his work to 
him. An enormous restlessness and dissatisfaction 
pervades the population. In days when humans 
worked infinitely harder in less safe and more des- 
perate conditions there seemed at least to be motives 
to continue. 

The psychic deprivation of the worker, therefore, 
is bound to become a central political issue. New 
leaders in the unions and new leaders of corpora- 
tions are going to have to challenge concepts of big- 
ness, efficiency and perhaps even productivity in 
order to model work upon some more satisfying life 
scheme. The present model appears to be that of a 
mechanical monster, a “system” in which workers— 
any workers—are necessary parts. 

We need political programs and economic inven- 
tions to bring home and work closer together, to 
strengthen family and neighborhood ties, to bring 
together the many lines of human responsibility in 
one focus: family, work, leisure, neighborhood. 
Otherwise people are fragmented, and so are their 
vision and sense of responsibility. The center can- 
not hold if there is no center. The feeling of respon- 
sibility flows away; one’s life is managed in its sep- 
arate parts by strangers. 

So radical is this suggestion about the restructur- 
ing of daily life patterns in America that I hardly 
know what to do with it. Yet there is a cry of pain 
arising from the lower middle class. It will have to 
be met. 

Economic Insecurities. The corporate, atomizing 
life of America throws each person back upon his 
or her own resources—and often those resources 
are elusive. Pension plans turn out, at retirement, 
not to be applicable; or the factory moves South, 
taking its pensions with it; or high insurance rates 
swallow benefits whose availability is not always 
what it seems. Whole levels of complexity and bu- 
reaucracy and “middle levels” swallow real re- 
sources. Once at the mercy of the elements, humans 
are now at the mercy of huge human systems. The 
mania for bigness is its own disease. (An old man 
makes the best handmade ice cream in Washington; 
his sons begin dreaming of opening franchises and 
then. . . .) Perhaps solutions to these tangles of 
supposed security must be large-scale, highly tech- 
nical and, in the end, bureaucratic. But far simpler 
lines of responsibilty must run between ordinary 
human persons and the benefits expected. Too much 
is lost in a thousand mazes. 

The new ethnic politics, in a word, is a radical 
politics. It keeps its eye upon the ordinary life of 
ordinary working people, in their families and in 
their neighborhoods. It wishes to enhance their 
lives. The lines of such enhancement are humanis- 
tic and aimed at the welfare of the human spirit, 
at the sense of self-esteem, the feeling of responsibil- 
ity, the instinct for community. 

The end of an era has occurred. The old labor 
unions, the old city machines have served their 
purpose. The liberal politics beloved of intellec- 
tuals has tended to promote large bureaucracies and 
to create false dependencies. Worst of all ironies, 
the very liberal politics that took such pride in its 
own pragmatism does not work. Not in its present 
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form, at least. And the so-called radical politics of 
our educated elites does not, to this point, root its 
social imagination in the lives of working people, 
but in the lives of students and young professionals. 
That is why a great socio-political gap has widened 
in our national life and why a new ethnic politics 
is being called into being. oO 
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